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Unemployment rate at 5.7 percent in October

Alaska’s unemployment rate fell two-tenths of a 
percentage point in October to 5.7 percent, ac-
cording to the Alaska Department of Labor & 
Workforce Development.

Although the rate normally rises slightly in
October, the amount of the decline is well within 
the statistical margin of error. In fact, for much 
of 2006 the unemployment rate has failed to 
send clear or consistent signals of changes in the 
labor market. 

According to Dan Robinson, an economist with 
the department, the lack of a discernible pattern 
in recent months’ unemployment rates is in itself 
telling.

“Just like no news can sometimes be good news, 
the fact that the rate hasn’t been consistently 
rising or falling suggests that the long-running 
trend of steady but modest job growth is con-
tinuing,” he said.

Payroll employment fell by 15,300 in October, a 
large but typical decline marking a distinct shift 
to the off-season for many of Alaska’s seasonal 
employers. Jobs in the leisure and hospitality 
category, for example, fell by 5,400 and seafood 
processing dropped 4,000 jobs.

Looking at over-the-year changes, growth re-
mained particularly strong in the oil and gas 
industry. It added 1,500 jobs between October 
2005 and October 2006, and with total employ-
ment of 10,500, it’s at a level not seen since the 
early 1990s.

Health care, the state’s most consistent source of 
employment growth over the last two decades, 
added 900 jobs in the last 12 months. On the 
other hand, the construction industry, which has 
also been a consistent source of job growth, had 
an October job count 400 lower than in October 
2005.

October Unemployment for Selected Areas

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment

1 Private education only
2 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact:  Dan Robinson, Economist   (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis Web site: almis.labor.state.ak.us

1 All other unemployment rates in this press release are not seasonally adjusted.

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates1

October 2006: Alaska   6.4% U.S.   4.4%
September 2006: Alaska   6.6% U.S.   4.6%

October 2005: Alaska   6.9% U.S.   4.9%

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
10/06 9/06 10/05 9/06 10/05

Total Nonfarm Employment 315,800 331,100 310,600 -15,300 5,200
Natural Resources and Mining 12,800 12,800 11,200 0 1,600
     Oil and Gas 10,500 10,400 9,000 100 1,500
Construction 19,700 21,400 20,100 -1,700 -400
Manufacturing 10,700 14,800 10,700 -4,100 0
     Seafood Processing 6,800 10,800 6,900 -4,000 -100
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 64,300 67,300 62,900 -3,000 1,400
     Retail Trade 36,600 37,200 36,000 -600 600
Information 7,000 7,000 6,900 0 100
Financial Activities 15,000 15,400 14,900 -400 100
Professional and Business Services 24,300 25,200 24,000 -900 300
Educational1 and Health Services 36,800 36,900 35,500 -100 1,300
     Health Care 26,600 26,600 25,700 0 900
Leisure and Hospitality 30,400 35,800 29,700 -5,400 700
     Accomodations 7,700 9,900 7,600 -2,200 100
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 18,600 20,800 18,200 -2,200 400
Other Services 11,700 11,700 11,600 0 100
Government 2 83,100 82,800 83,100 300 0

Sources for tables and graph:  Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development, Research and 
Analysis Section; and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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