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January’s unemployment rate rises to 7.7 percent

Alaska’s unemployment rate rose eight-tenths 
of a percentage point in January to 7.7 percent, 
according to the Alaska Department of Labor 
& Workforce Development. The increase was 
typical for January, the low point of the year 
for employment activity. Over the longer term, 
unemployment rates have shown a gradual 
downward trend since the summer of 2004.

Anchorage’s January rate of 5.8 percent was 
the second lowest in the state, behind only the 
Aleutians West Census Area’s 5.4 percent. 
Groundfi sh and crab fi shery activity in the 
Aleutians and Kodiak pushed unemployment 
rates down dramatically in those areas. Kodiak’s 
rate fell from 13.5 percent in December to 
7.7 percent in January, and the Aleutian East 
Borough’s rate dropped from 19.0 percent to 
8.0 percent.

Juneau and Fairbanks recorded rates of 6.0 and 
6.8 percent, respectively. Both areas have been 
following the statewide pattern of moderate but 
consistent unemployment declines, indicating 
a slightly tighter labor market in the state’s 
population centers. 

Preliminary estimates of January payroll 
employment show a monthly decline of 5,900 
jobs. Every major industry sector had lower 
employment in January except manufacturing, 
where seafood processing kicked back into gear 
after a typically inactive December.

A comparison of the January 2006 total job count 
with January 2005’s shows an increase of 4,200 
jobs. Natural resources and mining continued to 
show impressive growth, adding 800 jobs over the 
period. The oil and gas industry was responsible 
for most of that increase, but mineral mining also 
contributed about 200 jobs. Government’s decline 
was due to a timing change for the University of 
Alaska’s winter break. State and local government 
have both been growing slightly and that pattern is 
expected to resume when February numbers are 
released.

January Unemployment for Selected Areas

Sources: Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section; 
and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment

1 Private education only
2 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.
Benchmark date:  March 2005
Sources:  Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section; 
and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Contact:  Dan Robinson, Economist   (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis Web site: http://almis.labor.state.ak.us

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates
January 2006: Alaska   6.7% U.S.   4.7%

December 2005: Alaska   6.9% U.S.   4.9%
January 2005: Alaska   7.1% U.S.   5.2%

preliminary revised revised     changes from
01/06 12/05 01/05 12/05 01/05

Total Nonfarm Employment 292,600 298,500 288,400 -5,900 4,200
Natural Resources and Mining 10,700 11,000 9,900 -300 800
     Oil and Gas 8,900 9,000 8,400 -100 500
Construction 14,900 16,400 14,600 -1,500 300
Manufacturing 10,700 5,900 10,800 4,800 -100
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 59,300 61,600 58,300 -2,300 1,000
     Retail Trade 34,500 36,200 33,800 -1,700 700
Information 6,800 6,900 6,800 -100 0
Financial Activities 14,400 14,600 14,200 -200 200
Professional and Business Services 22,500 23,300 21,800 -800 700
Education1 and Health Services 35,900 36,100 35,100 -200 800
     Health Care 26,100 26,200 25,400 -100 700
Leisure and Hospitality 26,600 28,100 25,800 -1,500 800
     Accommodation 5,900 6,500 5,700 -600 200
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 17,000 18,000 16,600 -1,000 400
Other Services 11,000 11,300 10,800 -300 200
Government 2 79,900 83,300 80,300 -3,400 -400
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