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Unemployment rate continues 
seasonal increase in December

Alaska’s unemployment rate rose two-tenths 
of a percentage point in December to 
7.0 percent, according to the Alaska 
Department of Labor & Workforce 
Development. In a typical year the 
unemployment rate increases in December 
and continues to rise until January or 
February, the least active months for most of 
the state’s seasonal employers. 

The comparable national rate fell two-
tenths of a percentage point, also a typical 
movement for the far less seasonal national 
economy.

Anchorage, Fairbanks and Juneau all 
continue to record unemployment rates well 
below the statewide rate. Anchorage’s 
5.2 percent rate in December was the lowest 
in the state, while Fairbanks’ and Juneau’s 
rates were only slightly higher at 5.7 percent 
and 5.5 percent, respectively. The Aleutians 
East Borough had December’s highest 
unemployment rate at 20.7 percent.

Preliminary estimates of payroll employment 
show growth of 5,300 jobs from December 
2004 to December 2005. Nearly 20 percent 
of the new jobs are in the health-care 
industry. The construction, retail trade, food 
and drinking, and oil and gas industries also 
contributed signifi cant growth.  

The Anchorage/Mat-Su region generated 
roughly 60 percent of the new jobs. 
Another 32 percent came from the Interior 
region where Fairbanks’ job market has 
been growing at a healthy clip. Further 
contributions to job growth in the Interior 
came from ongoing work at the Pogo mine 
site and a high level of activity at Fort Greely.

December Unemployment for Selected Areas

Sources: Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section; 
and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment

1 Private education only
2 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.
Benchmark date:  March 2004
Sources:  Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section; 
and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Contact:  Dan Robinson, Economist   (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis Web site: http://almis.labor.state.ak.us

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates
December 2005: Alaska   6.9% U.S.   4.9%
November 2005: Alaska   7.0% U.S.   5.0%
December 2004: Alaska   7.6% U.S.   5.4%

preliminary revised revised     changes from
12/05 11/05 12/04 11/05 12/04

Total Nonfarm Employment 298,500 300,600 293,200 -2,100 5,300
Natural Resources and Mining 10,700 10,500 10,000 200 700
     Oil and Gas 8,600 8,400 8,200 200 400
Construction 16,700 17,700 15,900 -1,000 800
Manufacturing 5,900 7,700 5,800 -1,800 100
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 61,700 61,600 60,800 100 900
     Retail Trade 36,000 35,700 35,300 300 700
Information 6,900 7,000 6,900 -100 0
Financial Activities 14,600 14,700 14,500 -100 100
Professional and Business Services 23,400 23,500 22,700 -100 700
Education1 and Health Services 36,100 35,800 35,000 300 1,100
     Health Care 26,300 26,100 25,300 200 1,000
Leisure and Hospitality 28,200 28,200 27,400 0 800
     Accommodation 6,500 6,500 6,500 0 0
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 18,200 18,100 17,500 100 700
Other Services 11,600 11,500 11,700 100 -100
Government 2 82,700 82,400 82,500 300 200
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The offi cial defi nition of unem
ploym

ent excludes anyone w
ho has not m

ade an active attem
pt to fi nd w

ork in the four-w
eek period up to and including the w

eek that includes the 12th of
the reference m

onth. M
any individuals in rural A

laska do not m
eet the defi nition because they have not conducted an active job search due to the scarcity of em

ploym
ent opportunities.


